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A great Turor has been raised in official Titoist circles and among the 
Siovene population in Slowsenia and Triests 9 28 & result of the publication 
of a hook entitled Med Pogunom in Strakom (Between Courage and Fear). This 
book i8 a collection of short atories draw from partisan activities during 
“he war, written by Edvard Kocbek, Vice-President of the Presidium of the 
National Assembly, Republic ef Slovenia.+ This book, circulated widely in 
Slovenia, hag aroused much jaterest in Slovene circles because it expounds 
a view of the partisan struggle by an official of the Republic of Slovenia 


Kocbek bluntly noted in his book what he considered to be the good points 

a6 Well as the many errors and defacts in the partisan wovement. He stressed 
in particular the infringamenta of the basic rights of Mam during the war 

in Yugoslavia. Among other things, Kocbek pointedly criticized the activities 
of partisan political commnisaars during the war. He described many of them 
as being without seruples end capable of ordering the death of a person 
without any consideration of the legal or moral aspects of the case, The. 
book, according to the author, attempts to defend the basic Fights of Mam and 
is characterized by a spirit of Christian humanism. 


Before its publication, the took received flattering reviews by sevéral 
Yugoslav critice, including one written by Boris Pahor in Primorski Dnevnik.2 
Since its publication, however, the book has been severely criftized by 
reviewers in various Yugosley literary joummals. Ags an example, Tone 
Fajiar’ prepared a review, tublished in Ljudske Pravica, in which he con- 
tradicted Kocbek!s views anc condemned the hook as dangerous and defamatory 
to the entire parbisan movements 

On ll January 1952, on the sceagion of a Pry celebration in Ljubljana, 

the Minister of Public Health, Bre Joze Potre,‘+ made a speech attacking 
Keocbek's book, without merticaing his name. He criticized the book as an 
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expression of decadent Christian and bourgeeds# humaniam which he said, 
should be countered by "new Communist humanism. — 


“In mid-January 1952, Boris Pahor was forbidden “by Branko Babic, leader 
of the pro-Tito Communist Party in Trieste, to respond in Primorski pot 


to the attacks made by Yagoslav writers against his favorable review 
Koebek's bock.. Afterwards, Pahor was heard to comment that he would eae 
a rebuttal in any ease and forward it privately to his critics. 


Koebek, whol —i—“—sC™—™CCCCCCédS Wat a Christian Socialist by cone 


viction, stated that Boris Kidric took the lead in a Party meeting in 
wileashing a vitriolic criticism against the book after its publications 


- Immediately thereafter, the Party Agit-Prop directed reviewers to follow - 


Kidricts example in denouncing the booke 


Kocbek stated that the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Slovenia 
ordered Dr. Josip Vidmar, President of the Presidium of the National 


Assembly for Slovenia, to take note that. the Committee considered Kochek' s 


book to be contrary to Party literature and to guide himself accordingiye 


Vidmar was singled out by the Central Ccmmittee becauss the Committee was 


By. 


aware that Vidmar helped edit the book informally and made some minor changes 


_ prior to its publications 


“According: to Kocbek, Boris Kidric and Edvard Kardelj are the Yugoslav leaders 


who command and control the administration and develspne!’ of policy in the 


Republic of Slovenia, 
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